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Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
       As I am writing this the Olympics have just ended and the U.S. swimmer,  Ryan 
Lochte is in the news for misbehaving.  But why is everybody so mad at Ryan Loch-
te? Surely, somewhere in the United States in the past two weeks, numerous individ-
uals have committed a crime and lied about it? I believe it is because Ryan Lochte is 
a citizen of the United States in a foreign country. What's more, he represents the 
United States in an official capacity.  
      But before we get too upset, let's remember another thing: We are in the same 
boat. "Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the 
Lord Jesus Christ." (Philippians 3:20). Each and every time we sin, we bring shame 
upon our eternal home.  
      Now let's contrast that with pole vaulter Sam Kendricks, who stopped mid-stride 
to stand at attention when he heard his national anthem. This man, recognizing his 
citizenship and the responsibilities associated with it, acted accordingly, and 
brought honor to his country.  
      Worship begins with a heart posture that seeks to see and lift God up every day. 
It's one of the best ways we can testify to God's grace, and our eternal citizenship.  
       September and the fall of the year has arrived.  This is a busy time of the year for 
the church.  School has started back, our Wednesday night Bible study begins again, 
and we will need to meet and complete the paperwork for our Charge Conference 
which will be in early October.  In addition to all this I have some obligation and 
meetings for the District and the Conference which I will need to fit into my sched-
ule.  With that said I realize the importance of taking Sabbath and tending to my 
physical and mental health.  Most weeks I will take Friday as my day of Sabbath and 
I ask that you honor my time on that day, however in the case of an emergency, 
please do not hesitate to call me.   
     Sabbath is a day (24 continuous hours) set aside for rest and worship. According 
to Exodus 20:8 the Sabbath is commanded by God to be kept as a holy day of rest, as 
God rested from creation.  Taking Sabbath is a practice that I encourage all of you to 
start or continue if you are already doing it.  Even our Lord Jesus Christ took time 
away to rest and pray, so if we follow His example we need to spend time with the 
Lord and rejuvenate.   
      I will also encourage you to come and be a part of our Sunday School and Wor-
ship service each Sunday.  In my two months here at Mount Bethel I have found the 
worship to be uplifting and I can feel the Holy Spirit moving in the sanctuary.  Please 
come and invite your family and friends as we praise our Triune God for great things 
He has done. 
Blessings 
Pastor Dale W. Bost 
          

 

 

 

MT BETHEL’S CHARGE CONFERENCE 

THURSDAY, OCT 6 7:00PM  
Pre-Conference Meetings  

Tuesday, 9/6 7:00pm Nominating Committee  
Monday, 9/19 7:00pm  Finance Committee 

Sunday, 9/25 7:00pm  Administrative Council Meeting   

      (to approve Charge Conference Business) 
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2016 ANNUAL CONFERENCE DELEGATE REPORT 
 

I would like to thank the church for giving me the opportunity to be your Laity Delegate to the 2016 Annual Conference.  
The theme for Annual Conference this year was "Go Light Your World."  In the words of this contemporary song by Chris 
Rice,  

"...And hold your candle for all to see it  Take your candle, and go light your world. Take your candle, and go light your 
world." This theme was woven through all the worship services along with the theme scripture, Matthew 5:14:  "You are the 
light of the world.  A city built on a hill cannot be hid."  (NRSV).Bishop Larry M. Goodpaster was the officiating bishop. 

Conference started for the Laity on Thursday morning when the Laity joined the Clergy for Opening Worship & Holy Com-
munion.  Rev. Dr. William McClain, the Mary Elizabeth McGeHee Joyce Professor Emeritus of Preaching, Wesley Theological 
Seminary delivered the message.  His message was based around John 21: 9-17.  He challenged the conference to consider 
“if we love Jesus more than these.”  He reminded us of the violence in our nation and asked, “What is the judgment on our 
nation that continues to allow assault weapons to be bought and sold to brutalize and murder our people?  Those who love 
Jesus more than these should speak out and act or the rocks will cry out.  It is time for the church to speak out boldly and 
clearly less we betray that young and fearless prophet of ancient Galilee who continues to ask: Do you love me more than 
these?”  Rev. McClain reminded us that ministry is the calling of all who are baptized.  After the message, Holy Communion 
was served.    

Rev. Dr. Bryan Collier, from the Orchard United Methodist congregation in Tupelo, Miss., preached at the Thursday even-
ing service.  Scripture for his message was John 15:  7-14.  He called on us to be witnesses of Jesus.  He said, “We are invited 
to tell others about Jesus: as those who know him best and because of this call–we cannot be a church distracted by what 
we want, wish, hope or prefer that Jesus do or say.  We cannot be a church that tells others about him as those who knew 
him or heard of him or met him once. Your church and my church and our church (The United Methodist Church) must re-
capture the priority of an ongoing vibrant relationship with Jesus or there will be no fruit—because apart from him we can 
do nothing." 

The Commissioning Service was held Friday morning with Dr. William McClain delivering the message centered around 
Matthew 28: 16-20. Dr. McClain challenged not only the clergy but also all those who are baptized to proclaim the Word of 
the Lord.  There were 14 newly commissioned clergy for the ministry of the church. 

After the worship service, the Conference recognized the 25 retiring clergy with a total of 955 years of active service 
among them.  As you know, Rev. Steve Johnson was one of the retirees.   

Mid Saturday morning, the Celebration of Life Worship Service was held.  Rev. Dr. M. Kenneth Lyon delivered the mes-
sage. In his message, he stated that even death has a beginning - it's simply another of life's journey. Thirty-three Clergy & 
Diaconal Ministers were remembered as well as twenty-three spouses of clergy.  Rev. James David Reep, a former pastor of 
Mt. Bethel, was among those remembered. 

The Ordination of Deacons & Elders was the worship service on Saturday night with Bishop Cynthia Harvey of the Louisi-
ana Annual Conference, preaching.  Speaking to the ordinands, and to all who are called because of their baptisms, she stat-
ed, “Once you meet Jesus – once you see, and hear and taste and smell life in Jesus, you don’t see things the same way ever 
again. It is risky business to enter into conversation with Jesus.  Who knows where it might take you.  Sometimes it just takes 
two words.  Follow me!”  

There were 27 newly ordained clergy & 7 deacons. 
Bishop Larry Goodpaster delivered the closing worship service on Sunday morning, titled "Turn on the Light," based on 

Mathew 5: 14-16.  All present were given small flashlights & clergy were also given "clickers."  The flashlights represented 
"You are the light of the world," & the clickers represented the turning on & off of lights in the church.  In his message, he 
stated, "we argue more than lighting up the world & we needed to stop this so Jesus's light can shine in the world.  To let our 
light shine, we must go out in mission.  Open our doors.  Many lights go off when the statement is made, 'We've never done 
it that way before.'  In order for our light to shine, God's power & love must flow in us & change us.  Trust, trust Jesus, He will 
never fail us." 

After the sermon, a Service of Farewell was held for Bishop Goodpaster & then the fixing of appointments. 
Offerings received during the Opening & Closing Worship Service will go to the support of children & schools to be dis-

tributed throughout the Conference.            (Continued next page) 
 
 



 

  The Epistle        

 
Page 3/September 2016 

2016 ANNUAL CONFERENCE DELEGATE REPORT  (continued) 
Main actions of the conference during the business sessions are as follows: 

 Elected leadership for all the conference committees & commissions for the 2016-2020 quadrennium. 

 Introduced the new CEO, Brett A. Loftis, of The Children’s Home who reported on the partnership between The Chil-
dren’s Home and The Crossnore School to reach out to children in need in the region.  The Children's Home is now 
serving more than 170 children. 

 The Conference Committee on Camp & Retreat Ministry reported that Camp Loy White is now Camp Tekoa Foothills.  
As you know, Camp Carolwood & Elk Shoals has been closed.  The conference will appoint a task force to evaluate the 
property to make recommendations concerning their future.  

 Heard reports from various groups and work areas within the conference, including the amazing work with missional 
networks and churches with children in schools - backpack ministries, tutoring & homework help programs, school 
supply drives, & teacher support & assistance.  This report included the work of the C4C (Congregations for Children) 
that helps local churches transform the lives of school children impacted by poverty by forming partnerships with pub-
lic schools.   

 Passed a budget for 2017 of $16,404,655 dollars, a slight decrease from the 2016 budget. 

 Welcomed Dr. Mark King as the new Conference Treasurer who begins his work in July. 

 Amy Coles and others laid out the vision and structure for the next conference year including welcoming Dr. John 
Boggs as the new Director for Vital Discipleship and Caroline Wood as the new Director of Missional Engagement and 
Connectional Relationships. The conference introduced the expansion of the Church Vitality Team, which will allow 
each district to have their own Church Vitality Strategist to resource & support innovated ministries designed to reach 
new people, younger people & more diverse people for the kingdom of God.  Churches were encouraged to "change 
their game plan - doing the same ole thing the same way was a set up for failure."  In other words - change & trust. 

 Heard reports from the laity of the conference and especially from United Methodist Men and United Methodist 
Women. Our conference organization of UMM was recognized as the top group in the country back in March.  The 
UMW continue to lead in the nation as #1 in Mission Giving for the 15th consecutive year & #1 in Legacy Giving. 

 Recognized Rev. Luke Edwards of King Street Church in Boone with the Denman Evangelism Award for his ministry of 
"holding church" in places other than the church.  Preston Davis, chaplain at High Point University, was awarded the 
Francis Asbury Award for campus ministry. 

 5 churches in the district were discontinued & abandoned.  

 Celebrated the Retirement of Bishop Larry Goodpaster for his eight years of service to Western North Carolina Confer-
ence with gifts, recognition of family, and presentation of dozens of perennial plants that will be placed around Lake 
Junaluska to beautify the grounds for years to come. 

 
Four Areas of Focus for The Western North Carolina Conference 2016-2020 

 Ministry with the Poor– Increase church relationships with schools form 548 to 1000 by 2017. 

 Improving Global Health- Continue to participate in Imagine No Malaria and improving global health.   

 New and Renewed Congregations– Continue to work to created more vital churches. 

 Developing Principled Christian Leaders- Continue to create opportunities for growing clergy and lay professional lead-
ers in the conference with workshops such as "Called & Gifted to Lead."  

 
Ordinations, Retirements, and Statistics 

 There were no persons admitted as associate members. 

 Membership stands at 282,755, down 1,033 from the previous year. 

 Worship attendance stands at 105,406 down 5,759. 

 Church school attendance stands at 43,935 down 2,698. 

 Professions or reaffirmations of faith for 2015 were 3,850, down 434. 

 Adults and young adults in small groups for 2015 were 76,040, up 1,609, 

 Worshippers engaged in mission for 2015 were 78,663, up 8,383. 
  
The 2017 Annual Conference is scheduled for June 23-25, 2017 at Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat Center.  This is a 
Friday through Sunday schedule.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy T. Johnson, Conference Delegate 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
UMM’s Breakfast / Planning Gathering 
Since the UMM’s Fellowship has not met for the last 

two months due to our Lake Outing in July and Home-
coming activities during August, there is a lot of plan-
ning/covering several important topics to be discussed at 
our upcoming September 11

th
 meeting. We will be put-

ting final touches on our 2016 Fall BBQ Pork & Chicken 
fundraiser coming up on Saturday, October 1

st
, UMM’s 

Sunday in October along with Service Awards and elec-
tion of UMM’s Officers for 2017,  Charge Conference 
preparations along with a few other topics. Miss this 
gathering and you may be elected for or to do some-
thing! See you there! 
     Our next UMM’s Fellowship gathering is scheduled 
for Sunday morning, September 11

th
 at 7:00am in the 

church fellowship hall. All males (youth on up) are invit-
ed to join us for breakfast, fellowship, devotions and go-
ing about doing the work for Jesus Christ as he calls us. 

UMM Secretary Kevin Beard, Rodney Bolick 

UMYF NEWS      The day that all students, teach-

ers, staff, and administrators have been longing for has finally 

come and the school year is off forth into swing (sarcasm im-

plied). We ask that you continue to remember our students, 

teachers, and school staff as they transition back into learning 

and supporting one another, and looking for other ways to help 

as you can. As the African proverb goes, “It takes a village to 

raise a child”; that traditional proverb remains true in all cul-

tures and systems. 

   UMYF has resumed with normal scheduling for the school 

year, on Sunday evenings from 6 to 7:30 pm, back in the youth 

room. We invite all youth, ages 6-12 to join us for fellowship, 

study, listening, and sharing. Studies for this month will take a 

look at the parables of Jesus and how they break open our no-

tions of who is in and out of God’s fold, asking us to extend 

our hands to one another. Please join us to learn more! 

   This month the UMYF will be making the trek with the GKC 

to Rocky Face park in Taylorsville to grab fast food…and then 

work off the calories exploring the park and hiking the loops. 

The outing will be on September 18th, following service; youth 

will need to bring money for the fast food pick-up.                 

              May the Lord Bless and Keep You,  Andrew Bolick 

JOYNEWS  
There will be NO regular meeting for the JOY 

group in September. Money for the trip planned  

to  The Green Room in Newton is due by Septem-

ber 18th.   The cost is $15.00 and there can not be 

a refund after tickets are purchased.  We will be 

going to see Southern Fried Nuptials on Satur-

day, October 15  leaving the church at 5:30 for 

dinner at a local restaurant.  Hope all  Just Older 

Adults will come and join us!   

 

5TH ANNUAL BETHLEHEM,  

ALEXANDER COUNTY 

OCTOBER 16 2:30PM   

        GOD’S KIDS CLUB (GKC) 
    I hope all of the children have had a good start to 

the first week of school! They have been in our 

thoughts and prayers as the new school year begins.  

   On  September 18th our kids group will be going 

to Rocky Face Park in Taylorsville. We will plan to 

leave right after church. Please bring money for a 

fast food lunch that we will pick up on the way and 

take with us to the park. Anyone is invited from the 

church to come join us on a hiking adventure! 
         Candace Bolick-Children’s Coordinator 

 

VBS WEEKEND 2016 
      FRIDAY-SUNDAY        AUG 5-7 6-8:30PM 

“Pet's Unleashed” 
THANKS to everyone who came out and helped in 

anyway with  VBS this year! Also a BIG THANK YOU 

to Children’s and Youth Coordinators,  

Candace and Andrew Bolick, for all their hard 

work and time! Thanks again to everyone!!! 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Will resume on Wednesday, September 14 at 

6:30pm.  The study will be  

           “That the World May Know- 
The Mission of  Jesus”  

 by Ray Vander Laan.  Hope that you signed  

up for a book and will be joining us in the 

 excitement and  fellowship!  
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SAVE THE DATE  —  UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS CALENDAR …                   
                                  OCTOBER 
Saturday, October 1 UMM Fall BBQ  beginning at 11:30 from the UMM trailer, serving plates 4:00PM until…. 

Sunday, October 2 World Communion Sunday   Bethlehem Community Sing @ Fellowship Advent Christian Church 6PM     

Thursday, October 6 Mt Bethel’s Charge Conference 7:00PM              

Sunday, October 9   GKC Hayride & Hot Dog Roast 11:30AM    Tuesday, October 11 Worship Committee Meeting 7PM   

Wednesday, October 12 CDC Meeting 7:30PM      Saturday, October 15 UMW UBUNTU Day of Service 

Sunday, October 16 Laity Sunday                                    CROP Hunger Walk 2:30PM 

Tuesday, October  18 VOW Meeting 7:00PM 

Sunday, October 23 UMM Sunday                                  CROP Hunger Walk Rain Date 2:30PM 

                                Administrative Council Meeting 7:00PM  

                                                             NOVEMBER 
Saturday, November 5 UMW District Leadership Training 

Sunday, November 6 Daylight Saving Time Ends/All Saints Day Observance      

Tuesday, November 8 Worship Committee Meeting 7:00PM              Wednesday, November 9 CDC Meeting 7:30PM        

Saturday, November 12 UMW Chicken & Dumplings Supper 4:00-8:00PM       

Sunday, November 13 Veterans Day Recognition Service 10:00AMWorship     

                                      GKC Outing to Carolina Theatre 11:30PM       District Dialogue-1st UMC-Lenoir    

Tuesday, November 15 VOW Committee Meeting 7:00PM    Sunday, November 20 Thanksgiving/Christ the King Sunday     

Monday, November 21 Community Children’s Christmas Party Planning 6:30PM 

Tuesday, Wednesday November 22-23 Church office open 

Wednesday, November 23 Community Thanksgiving Service  @ Bethlehem Church of God  7:00PM   

Thursday, November 24 HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

Friday, November 25 Church office closed                       Saturday, November 26 Hanging of the Greens Practice  6:30PM 

Sunday, November 27 1st Sunday of Advent/Hanging of the Greens 10AM Worship  

                                      Administrative Council  (Jan-Jun 2017 Calendar Planning) 4:30PM 

      PRAYER LIST                       
IIl Health—Jennie Icard, Dane Hill (Pastor Steve’s grandson), Susan Shipley, Lee McLawhon, Mary Beth Waddell, Phyllis Miller, Ron 

Blalock (Janet Spencer’s brother), Payton Johnson & infant son Orion (Melanie Cofer’s niece),Lynn Tevepaugh, Perry Sayles  

Home Members—Mae Eckard, Emily Armstrong, Mae Teague, Helen Sigmon    

Cancer—Debbie Carter, Becky Cline, Bobby Thompson, Cindy Huizenga 
General Concern—Krissy Atapovich Family, Kelly Blanton, Dianne Shaw, Kim Hawkins, Brian Stone, All police officer shootings & the 

Disposition of our Nation,  Lindsey & Ann Kirby, Mike & Sandra Wright, Chris, Teresa & Tommy Smith 

Military—Ernest Jones, Logan Miller  

Surgery & Recovery—John Wood, Clay Gosnell, Mike Howard, Steve Bolick, Buddy Bryant , George Holt, Richard Speagle, Chris  

Bostian, Barrie Davis (Bonnie Campbell’s sister), Sarah Moretz,  Todd McAuley 

Deaths—Families of Tim Starnes, Braxton Smith                 “Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication      

                                                                                                                                    with  thanksgiving let our requests be made known to God” 

SUMMER DAY CAMP  

Summer vacation is over.  Some are sad, some not so much.  We had 11 weeks of water play, movies, 

going out to eat pizza, christening the new splash pad at Zahra Baker Park, eating watermelon, ice 

cream and enjoying movies and popcorn at the church.  We had an awesome group of kids.  Our daily 

average  was approximately 25-27 kids.  I want to thank all my counselors for the hard work they put 

into making this another successful summer program.  Above all I want to give God the praise and 

glory for blessing us to be able to give $5,328 to the church.  Now, time for After School Care.                                                                                                

         Kathy Travis-SDC/ASC Director 



 

 

        SEPTEMBER 

    ANNIVERSARIES 
  
  6 Mark & Becky Hefner 

  7        Jonathan & Karissa Miller 

13 Andy & Amy Shook 

15 Mark & Kathy Travis 

25 Wesley & Sandy Starnes 
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1 Todd Bolick 

2 Don Boliek 

3 Harley Moretz, Christopher Bolick 

6          Kim Crane  

7 Judy Jones 

8 Nathan Bolick 

10 Judy Starnes, Rev. Mary Doub, Brianne Mozer 

12 Kenny Starnes 

13 Dewitt Moretz, Jimmy Fox 

14 Jamie Jenkins, Jim Wilkinson 

15 Erlene Bolick 

17 Matthew Reece, Natasha Deal, Natasha Haas 

18 Jonathan Miller, Chris Haas 

19 Robert Martin, Chad Watson 

20 Becky Hefner, Rev Dale Bost 

21 David Starnes, Denise Lewis 

22 Corey Teague, Frank Sigman, Richard Speagle 

23 Lindsey Kirby 

24 Tracy Sipe 

26 Abby Starnes 

27 Donna Reid 

28 Kisha Sipe 

29 Ryan Foster 

30 Sue Kohnle, Howard Bolick, Philip Bolick, Jeff    

 Spainhour 

        SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

  AMERICAN  RED CROSS                                                                 

 BLOOD DRIVE   
       Sponsored by the UMM    

 September 19 3:00-7:30PM  
                     www.redcrossblood.org  
            & enter sponsor code: mtbethel  

     to schedule your appointment 
 

          WWW.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass  

             to speed up your appointment 

       
             Thanks for the gift of life!!! 

CHILDREN’S NOISY  

SUNDAY OFFERING 

Sunday, July31 
There was $107.30 given that went 

to the Alexander County School 
Backpack Program that will be used 
to pack about 300 backpacks weekly 

and given to underprivileged  
children for use over the weekend. 

 

UMM’S FALL BBQ  Saturday, October 1 

 4:00– Until (Serving from trailer @ 11:30am) 
BBQ or Chicken Plate  $9.00  

Half BBQ/Half Chicken Plate  $9.00  

WHOLE CHICKEN    $9             CUP OF SLAW            $4  

CUP OF BBQ                $9            CUP OF BEANS           $5             
   Eat in or take out.  

Plates include choice of meat with slaw, beans, pickle and roll.  

Please support your UMM’s group and enjoy great food too! 

http://send.redcross.org/link.cfm?r=2638783808&sid=79913512&m=10794624&u=REDCROSS1&j=33719574&s=http://www.redcrossblood.org/RapidPass?utm_source=realmagnet&utm_medium=email&utm_content=body_rapidpass2&utm_campaign=BHQ_RapidPass_PreDrive_201508
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“Our Mission Statement” 

“The mission of Mt Bethel United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ by proclaiming 
the good news of God’s grace and by exemplifying Jesus’ command to love God and neighbor.  We  

believe that the heart of Christian ministry is Christ’s ministry of outreaching love.  Together, we seek  
to be the expression of the mind and mission of Christ by living our daily lives in light of our                        

relationship with God.” 


